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Hrizona
[Wildcats

MIKE CANDREA
Head Coach

After leading the Wildcats to
their fourth national title in six
years in 1996, head coach Mike
Candrea has solidified Arizona’s
place as one of the most domi-
nant teams in all of college soft-
ball. One of only two teams to

wins, respectively — a consis-
tency that has earned him
national coach of the year hon-
ors twice and region coach of
the year accolades three times.
He won the Pacific-10 confer-
ence title and coach of the year
honors three times.

Candrea began coaching
softball at Central Arizona Col-

win the title since 1988, Arizona

lege, from 1981-85, where he

Location: Tucson, Ariz. has once again advanced to the Women s won NJCAA World Series titles his last two
Enrollment: 35,000 College World Series under the tutelage of seasons. He also earned national junior col-
Conference: Pacific=10 the 1996 national coach of the year. lege coach of the year honors his last two
Colors: Cardinal and Navy Candrea has led the Wildcats to 10 con-  years there. He first entered the coaching
Nicknames Wildcats secutive Women’s College World Series profession as an assistant on the Central Ari-
Pt it Candita appearances dating back to 1987. The only zona baseball staff (1976-80).

year Arizona failed to reach the WCWS was Candrea played baseball at Central Ari-

Assistants: Amy Che.”evold, Candrea’s inaugural season in Tuscon. After zona, but his career was cut short by an elbow
Stacey Hill 11 campaigns, the Wildcat mentor has aver-  injury. He earned an associate degree at Cen- J
Previous WCWS aged 51 wins per season. His ‘95 and ‘94 tral Arizona in 1975 before receiving his bach-

teams are in the NCAA record books with elor’s degree at Arizona State in 1978 and
the most victories in a season at 66 and 64 master’s degree from ASU in 1980.

Appearances: 9

Opponent Won-Lost Score Opponent Won-Lost Score
Northwestern St. W 10-2 at UCLA W 4-1
Northwestern St. w 18-2 at UCLA i 1-5
Ill.-Chicago W 8-2 Washington W 3-2
lll.-Chicago W 11-1 Washington w 8-2
Washington W 73 atFresno St. L 25 7
Texas (N) W 6-2 at Fresno St. L 5-6 1C
Nebraska (N) W 15-2 at Arizona St. W 5-1 11
UNLV (N) W 5-2 at Arizona St. W 10-1
UC Santa Barb. (N) W 10-0 at Oregon w 5-0 12
Utah St. (N) W 8-0 at Oregon W 12-1 13
Alabama (N) W 9-0 at Oregon St. W 6-2 ;
b at Southwestern La. w 4-1 UCLA W 11-0 18
z Baylor (N) W 6-2 UCLA w 10-6
Evianua i ¥ acinco Alabama (N) W 130  Cal St. Northridge W 43 20
President Baylor (N) W 100 Cal St. Northridge W 16-6 21
Kent W 40 Arizona St. W 8-4 26
DePaul W 8-0 Arizona St. W 11-2
LSU W 84  atCalifornia W 10-4 31
Kansas W 11-1 at California W 11-0 23
Colorado St. W 9-0 at Stanford W 5-1 *F
Florida W 10-0 at Stanford W 3-0 |
California W 4-3 Oregon W 5-3
California W 4-1 Oregon W 9-1
Stanford w 8-2 Oregon St. W 11-1
Stanford W 6-0 Oregon St. W 11-1
Ohio St. (N) W 15-6 at Washington W 9-1
Oklahoma St. (N) W 12-0 at Washington W 4-3
Hawaii (N) W 6-5 Rider W 11-2
— UNLV (N} W 17-0 Nebraska W 2-0
Kathleen LaRose Cal St. Northridge (N) W 1-0 Nebraska W 5-1
Senior Woman Administrator Oregon St. (N) L 0-3
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The 1997 Arizona Wildcats. Front Row
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my Van Eekeren, Chrissy Gil, Leticia Pineda, Brandi Shriver, Lindsay
Mullins, Andrea Doty, Grad. Asst. Krista Gomez. Middle Row: Groundskeeper Bo Vanture, Mgr. Matt Harris, Alison

Johnsen, Michelle Churnock, Nancy Evans, Katie Swan, Julie Reitan, Mgr. Al Desrosiers, Groundskeeper John Slater. Back

Row: Asst. Coach Stacey Hill, Asst. Coach Amy Chellevold, Tiana Hejduk, Leah Braatz-Cochrane, Mental Trainer Jeff

Janssen, Carrie Dolan, Lisa Pitt, Leah O’Brien, Grad. Asst. Jenny Dalton, Head Coach Mike Candrea.

* Entering NCAA Championship

No. Name Pos. B-T Cl. Hometown *Avg. *ERA
3 Carrie Dolan P R-R Sr. Los Alamitos, Calif. 2.20
5 Katie Swan 2B L-R  Fr. Phoenix, Ariz. .354
6 Alison Johnsen [ L-R  Jr. Irvine, Calif. .560
7 Leticia Pineda 3B R-R Jr. Tucson, Ariz. 367

10 Julie Reitan LF E=R ). Tucson, Ariz. 338

11 Lisa Pitt 5S R-R  So. Buena Park, Calif. B27 TS

12 Lindsay Mullins & R-R  Fr. Glendale, Ariz. .267

13 Nancy Evans P-3B  R-R Jr. Glendale, Calif. 337 122

18 Tiana Hejduk 1B R-R Jr.  Cardiff, Calif. .300

20 Leah O'Brien 1B L-L  Sr. Chino, Calif. 457

21  Michelle Churnock 2B L-R  So. Orange, Calif. 339

26 Brandi Shriver RF L-R  Sr. Glendale, Ariz. 353

31 Leah Braatz-Cochrane C R-R Jr. Costa Mesa, Calif. 393

99  Chrissy Gil OF R-R  Fr. West Covina, Calif. .333

season, taking the year away from softball
to give birth to her first child.
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Fresno State
Bulldogs

MARGIE WRIGHT
Head Coach

After 11 seasons at the helm of
Fresno State softball, head coach
Margie Wright has posted an
impressive mark. Wright collected
her 700th career win last season
and won her 600th game with the
Bulldogs this season.

Wright is fourth all-time in vic-

in 1988, 1989 and 1990, marking
their highest finish. The team made
five consecutive WCWS appear-
ances from 1987-92.

Wright is a graduate of lllinois
State University, where she let-
tered in softball, basketball and
field hockey. She began her
coaching career at Metamora
High School in lllincis, where
she accepted head softball, vol-

Location: Fresno, Calif. tories among softball coaches and sixth in win-  leyball, basketball, track and bowling duties.
Enrollment: 18,902 ning percentage during her distinguished She entered the collegiate coaching ranks as
Conference: Western Athletic career. The Bulldogs won the Western Athletic —an assistant softball coach and head volley-
Colors: Cardinal and Blue | Conference title for the first time in 1996, in  ball coach at Eastern Illinois University. She
Niclname: Bulldogs only Fresno State’s thilid year in the league. That  then returned to _her alma mater, leading the
Head Coach: Margie Wright followed six consecutive championships in the Illinois State’s softball program to a 149-80-2
: ’ 2 Big West, stretching from 1986-92. She has also  record and a conference championship in
Assistants: Margaret Sutter been named region coach of the year five her final season in Normal.
Mary Ivy times, including west region coach of the year A standout player as well, Wright has been
Previous WCWS last season. This year’s trip to the Women's Col-  named an all-American by the Amateur Soft-

Appearances: 9

lege World Series is the eighth trip in the last 11
years for the Bulldogs, with runner-up finishes

ball Association and played professionally in
the Women's Professional Softball League.

Opponent Won-Lost Score Opponent Won-Lost Score 3
UCLA w 4.2 Toledo W 7-0
UCLA W 43 Oregon W 10-2 3
Oregon St. W 5-0 Oregon W 8-0 7
Oregon St. W 2-0 UNLV W 6-1 8
Nebraska (N) w 3-2 UNLV L 2-5
Florida St. (N) W 20 New Mexico W 1-0 11
Ohio St. (N) W 7-4 New Mexico W 4-0 12
Massachusetts (N) w 5-4 at San Jose St. w 18-0
Washington (N) W 15:5 at San Jose St. Iz 36 13
Utah W 4-0 Arizona W 5-2 14
Utah L 3-5 Arizona W 6-5
Tulsa W 10-0  SanJose St. W 10-5 15
Tulsa w 13-0 San Jose St. w 2-0 1
20 ]ohn\_D. e Tulsa w 6-0 at New Mexico W 3-0 3 -
President Tulsa w 4-0 at New Mexico L 1-3 21
Colorado St. W 7-2 at UNLV W 11-1 22
Colorado St. W 5-0 at UNLV w 3-0 24
Missouri W 11-3 at Utah W 5-0
Missouri W 12-0 at Utah W 4-1 25
at San Diego St. W 8-0 at Colorado 5t. L 0-1 28
at San Diego St. L 0-1 at Colorado St. L 3-6
Arkansas W 8-0 San Diego St. W 3-0 30
Arkansas W 8-0 San Diego St. L 1-2 32
Oklahoma L 2-6 Long Beach St. W 8-0
Oklahoma W 6-2 Long Beach St. L 0-3 35
Texas (N) W 6-1 at Hawaii L 2-4 36
Cal St. Northridge (N) W 4-1 at Hawaii W 6-0
Florida (N) W 6-1 at Hawaii W 8-0 40
Georgia St. (N) w 12-0 at Hawaii w 5-4 41
Diane Milutinovich Hawaii (N) W 5-1 California W 7-0 44
Senior Woman Administrator Oklahoma (N) L 0-2 Long Beach St. W 5-0
Toledo w 6-0 California W 9-3 Ak
oo
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