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CONDENSED RULES FOR RECORDING FOOTBALL STATISTICS*

(Issved by the N C.A.A Football Rules Commrttee’s Sub committee on Foglba" Statshics)

SECTIONM 1-—FIRST DOWNS

A first down sholl be recorded whenever the yardsticks are ordered
forward by the officials and when a touchdown is scored irom scrim
mage {by rushing or passing) within a series ¢f downs starting 10 yards
or more from the goal line A first down Is nof recorded on a fouch
down runback, regardiess of the distance of the scoring run

L

SECTION 2—RUSHING,
Artldlo 1t All offensive running ploys cre to be canified as rush-

ing plays pot oy plays trom scrimmage  since any play begun with a
snapback from center acluclly Is a ploy from scrimmage

Artlcle 21 Rushlag yardage Is measured from the line of scrimmage
to the point where the ball Is doclared dead or 13 recovared by op-
ponents In the case of a fumble.

Article 31 The rushing totol Is o ner Agure, All rushing Iosses must
be dod 30 as to t for the net igure

Article #: All gains on lateral passos which eriginated or grew out
of @ rushing play are included in nnhing yordage (See Arlicie 1 of
Section 4}

SECTION JI—FORWARD PASSING

Article 1: Forward pasing gains or Josses are measured from the
scrimmage line 10 the point where the ball Is declared dead [or is re-
covered by opponents In the cose of o fumble) so as to incude both
length of pass and running advance afier completion All yords gained
or lost an aach completed pass ploy are crediled to both the passer and
the recelver

Articlo 21 toss from a completed forward pass which did not ad
vance the ball 1o the scrimmage line Is o yardage charge against pass-
ing galn

Article 31 Any loas by a player apparently Intending to poss but
thrown behind the line of scrimmage [1 recorded o3 o loss by rushing
He Is not o passer untll he has thrown the ball and he retains ot oll
times the option of running

Article 4: Intercoplion returns are measured from thé poiat of In
terceplipn to the point where the ball is declared doad {or is racovered
by opponents in the case of o fumble}

Article 5: There Is no poss completed by panclty A gain through
intarforence on a passing play is a penclly ogolnst the defending teom

The paosser Is not? charged with a pass aitempt nor credited with o
pass completed or yurds galned) nor is the Intended rocelver {or the
playsr Interferod with) credited with a pass cavght The passing team
is credited only with a first down by penafty The dofensive {offending)
team is charged with a penalty and the distance from the line of serim
moge jo the spdt of the penalty under yards pentlized

Article 6: The forward pasmer Is charged with a forward pass of-
tempt when u forward pass Is ruled Intentionally grotnded

SECTION 4—LlATERAL PASSINO.

Article 11 A lateral pass 1s always o component part of the ullimate
play whether It precedes or follows that play since the Ioteral 1s morely
on extension of the original or uliimate ploy in effect

{Approved Ruling—Piaysr A receives o forword pass for o gain
of 10 yurds then throws a lateral pass to Ployer B who gains an
additional 5 yards Player A Is credited with one pass cought and
10 yords under “receiving’ Playsr B is credited with NO pass
caught and with 5 yards under “recaiving Player wha threw the
forward pass is credliad with 15 yards under forward pasiing”)

[Approved Ruling—Player A catchas punt and returas 10 yards
before throwing o lateral poss to Player B who returns ancther 5
yards Floyer A Is cradited with ons return and 10 yords under

punt roturns  Player B It credited with NO return and wih 5
yards under punt returns” )

Article 23 Incomplete lateral posses are scorsd as fumbles and
yards lost are charged against the ployer whe in the scorers opinlon
was responsible for the failure of the pais.

Article 3t Intercepted loteral passes are scored as fumbles the of
fanslve team belng charged with a fumbla lest

Article §1 The officiol scorer rules on whether g complsted pass lo
o fionker or mon In-motion is o forward or o lateral pass  If the lotter
the play Is racorded under rushing It the pass s Incomplete the
subsequent action of the officialy raveals whother the pass was a for
ward or a loteral

SECTION 5-~TOTAL OFFENSE

Articie 1: Toto! offense is the combined result of rushing and for
ward passing only, since thexs two are the only methods by which legal
advence can bo initiated while retafning possession of the ball

Article 21 Total offonse yardogo Is the fotal of nat gain by rushing
and net galn by forward passing  Receiving yords gained are not
included in totatl offense

{Continuvad on back of Form 347 B}

* See the OFFICIAL FOOTBALL STATISTICIANS’ MANUAL for complete rulings and interpretations




